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Government of India
Ministry of Women & Child Development

Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi,
Dated the 10" March, 2011

To
The Secretaries in all States/UTS dealing with ICDS

Subject: Construction of Anganwadi Centres.

SirfMadam,

As you may be aware, the Integrated Child Development Service (ICDS) Scheme
is one of the flagship programmes being implemented through a network of Anganwadi
Centres (AWCs) across the country. The scheme offers a package of six services for
children below six years of age and pregnant and lactating mothers. An AWC is,
therefore, the first out post at the habitation level for nutrition, health and early childhood
development and learning.

2. There is currently no provision for construction of Anganwadi buildings, except
for North Eastern States under the ICDS Scheme. Several State Governments have
been constructing AWCs by using their own funds and funds available under schemes
of different Ministries, such as BRGF, MPLADS, MLADS, NREGA, PRI, MsDP, ADP,
BADP and State Plans including RIDF, etc. There is a need to accelerate such efforts in
order to consolidate the AWC as a platform more so to focus on early childhood
learning and also in view of Sabla and IGMSY schemes being rolled out.

3. Keeping in view the important and enhanced role being played by the AWCs in
the delivery of services to the targeted population, it has been felt necessary to give an
indicative and suggestive model/layout of AWC buildings so that States/UTs make
minimum provisions for these facilities at the AWCs. This matter has been discussed
with various agencies and it has been felt that an AWC must have a separate sitting
room for children/ women, separate kitchen, store for storing food items, child friendly
toilets and space for playing of children (indoor and outdoor activities) with safe drinking
water facilities. It is also felt that it would meet the minimum requirements if an AWC is
constructed in a covered area of not less than 600 sq feet as per the standard
specifications.

4. Some of the indicative layout models of the AWCs received from CPWD New
Delhi, State Governments of Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Bihar and
Chhatisgarh are enclosed for ready reference. These are, however, suggestive and do

not represent any fixed parameters.

5. It is requested that the foregoing details may be kept in view while considering
proposals for construction of AWCs in your State/UT.

Yours faithfully,

LY
(Dr. Shreeranjan) _

Joint Secretary to the Govt. of India



Copy to:
i) Directors dealing with ICDS in States/UTs.

\/ii}/TD (NIC) to upload on to the Website of MWCD

a’[g‘g}\[\urwéo
{H.S‘.m’

Deputy Secretary to the Govt. Of India
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The Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) is one of the flagship
programmes being implemented through Anganwadi Centres (AWC’s). ICDS provides

six services for children below six years of age and for pregnant and lactating mothers.

An Aganwadi centre should have space for sitting of children/ women, separate
kitchen, store for storing of food items, child friendly toilets, space for playing and
drinking water facilities. In order to have a uniform pattern the Ministry of Child and

Family Welfare is in the process of prescribing uniform norms for the construction of

AWC's across the country.

On interacting with the Minisiry the space requirements of AWC's was discussad
with Jt. Secretary (CD), on 18.10.2010. Apart from the above listed requirements the
AWC's will also play a part in the immunization programme for children. Mother care,
monthly ANC checkup apart from counseling of adolescent girls have also been

envisaged as functions of a model AWC.

Keeping in view the above parameters the various space requirements of an
AWC have been studied and norms for the same have been worked out. Also two
alternatives of AWC haye been prepared keeping in view the various configurations of

the sites and the different climatic conditions prevalent across the country.



Space requirements of an Aganwadi centre.

1. Multipurpose Room.
7000 x 7000 mm or 8000 x 6000mm
(fmx7mor 8Bmx6 m)
This room caters to 30 children for multipurpose activities and is based on
optimum planning design standards. The room is divided into an activity area

and a corner has been reserved for infants along with provision of cradles.

2. Examination room
2000 x 3050 mm
(2m x 3.05m)

The size of the room is based on the norms suggested by Central Bureau of

Health services.

3. Counseling room
3300 x 2700 mm

(3.3mx 2.7m)

The size of the room is based on the norms suggested by Central Bureau of

Health servicas.
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4. Kitchen / Store

3050 x 3700 mm / 3050 x 1500 mm
(3.05m x 3.7m / 3.05m x 1.5m)

The size of the kitchen has been taken to cater to the cooking of food for 30

children.

. Toilets.

Far Children
2300 x 3000 mm
(2.3m x 3m)

The size of the toilet has been worked out by following the sanitary
requirements of nursery schools for 30 children.

Faor Staff

1200 x 1500 mm

(1.2m x 1.5m)

The size of the toilet has been worked out by following the building standard

norms of toilets.

Two alternatives of AWC have been worked out with covered areas of 135
—

sgm { 1461 sq.ft) and 137 sq.m (1474 sq.ft) respectively. These are indicative

-— -

in nature and will vary as per site conditions and local building materials
available. Also the individual areas of the various components and AWC have
been calculated taking a 230mm (9") brick wall construction. Areas may vary

with the use of different construction materials for walls.
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