Priority Areas identified by the Ministry of Women and Child Development for sponsoring research studies ( for Eleventh Five Year Plan)

	Sl.

No.
	Topics

	A.  Child Survival and Development

	1. 
	Availability of infrastructure facilities at the Anganwadi Centres and its impact on the quality of services delivered

	2.
	Evaluation of supervision of services at Anganwadi Centres by Supervisors/CDPOs – identification of reasons for lack of supervision and ways and means for improvement

	3.
	Convergence of nutrition and health services at Anganwadi, sector & block level – existing arrangements and suggestions for improvement

	4.
	Assessment of the nutrition value of the supplementary nutrition and the acceptability of the supplementary nutrition by the beneficiaries.  This study may be taken State-wise and may also give suggestions to include locally grown food grains and fruits and vegetables and use of micronutrients in the supplementary nutrition package

	5.
	Quality of weighing and growth monitoring of children.  There are several areas where weighing and growth monitoring is apparently not done.  The study may focus on comparing indicators at places where there is regular growth monitoring with places where growth monitoring is not taking place 

	6.
	Coverage of children under 3 under ICDS for reduction in malnutrition

	7.
	Impact of training under UDISHA on the quality of services and the outcomes

	8.
	All India Operational research study on functioning of ICDS Scheme to assess inter-alia role of supervisor, Anganwadi worker, helper.

	9.
	Modality of providing supplementary nutrition and ways of arranging the same in Anganwadi centres

	10.
	Other topics relating to Child Survival and Development

	B.  Child Protection and Care

	11.
	Capacity building of Staff JJ homes

	12.
	Maintaining standards of care in JJ homes

	13.
	Rehabilitation of inmates of JJ homes, both to their own homes & into society

	14.
	Abuse in JJ homes

	15.
	Problems of children of prisoners and facilities available for them

	16.
	Framing needs of Staff posted in various homes set up under JJ Act, 2000

	17.
	Special requirement of mentally retarded children placed in the homes under JJ Act, 2000

	18.
	Early childhood care, pre-school education, nutrition, girl child, adolescents juvenile Justice etc.

	19.
	Promotion of child rights

	20.
	All India Evaluation of Creche Scheme

	21.
	All India Survey on Street Children

	22.
	All India Evaluation of Conditional Cash Transfer Scheme for girl child which is a new scheme in 11th Plan to be evaluated after 3 years of its implementation.  Similarly Evaluation of all new schemes such as ICPS

	23.
	Other Child Protection topics


	C. Sex Ratio, Female Foeticide, Infanticide Child Marriage and other child issues

	24.
	Declining sex ratio

	25.
	Research into reasons and causes for female foeticide in economically better off communities, and methods to reverse this trend

	26.
	Research studies to find out the factors/determinants of female foeticide/infanticide

	27.
	All India Survey on Child marriages to ascertain the reasons/societal compulsion behind the practice

	28.
	Child abuse, physical, mental, social sexual, psychological

	29.
	Child labour as domestic servants

	30.
	Children working in tea stalls, restaurants, shops

	31.
	Child beggars

	32.
	Corporal punishment in schools

	33.
	Child marriage

	34.
	Other child issues

	D.  Trafficking, Prostitution and related issues

	35.
	Child (male/female) in sex tourism

	36.
	Child pornography

	37.
	Children infected or affected by HIV/AIDS

	38.
	Child victims of drugs and substance use

	39.
	Children of Prostitutes

	40.
	Children of women prisoners

	41.
	Pilgrim tourism

	42.
	Tourism sex

	43.
	Other Trafficking/Prostitution related matters

	E.  Violence against Women/Discrimination against women/sexual harassment 

	44.
	Ascertain the socio economic educational aspects of victims of domestic violence

	45.
	National level studies/surveys to assess cause/extent of violence against women

	46.
	Other topics on violence/discrimination/sexual harassment

	F.  Analytical studies, Development of databases on women, child and related issues

	47.
	Development of database on violence against women, feminization of poverty, health issues of women (including HIV/AIDS) and other women related issues

	48.
	Development of database on children

	49.
	Mapping (Thematic/GIS) based on women, child indicators

	50.
	Studies on Gender Development Index/Gender Empowerment Measure

	51.
	Creation of websites for reform options, best practices etc. in women and child specific topics

	52.
	Other types of analytical studies on women, child and related issues

	G. Education, Employment, livelihood issues

	53.
	The impact of the scheme of reservation for women in Government jobs adopted by the States of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Orissa, Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu on the employment status of women in these States

	54.
	Impact of globalization and trade liberalization on the livelihood of women 

	55.
	Impact of National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme on Women

	56.
	Research on assessing the upliftment of women from the point of view of asset holdings, transformation from employed to self employed etc.

	57.
	Education of muslim/minority women

	H. Self Help Groups and RMK

	58.
	Socio economic impact of micro-credit extended to poor women by the RMK in the country

	59.
	Comparison of micro-credit delivery by RMK in Southern States v/s Northern States recommendations for bringing about the parity

	60.
	A critical study of Self Help Groups formed under the Project Swayamsidha and their role in development

	I.  Awareness Programs and their impact

	61.
	Evaluation of effectiveness of IEC campaign

	62.
	Studies to assess awareness of women on development schemes of Government

	63.
	Workshops/Seminars on spreading awareness about ITPA Act, its implementation in the field, its short comings, gaps, amendments required

	64.
	Workshops/seminars to spread message among community about ill effects of foeticide and infanticide

	65.
	Awareness campaigns/motivation campaigns for the police and other enforcement authorities on trafficking issues, child marriages, infanticide and foeticide

	66.
	Awareness campaigns/workshops/seminars on Domestic violence act

	67.
	Workshops at district level on awareness of ICDS Scheme in selected districts where malnutrition is highly prevalent

	68.
	To create awareness about all laws, relating to women, children, implementation in the field, assess short comings etc.

	69.
	Other awareness programs on women and child issues

	J. Other topics

	70.
	Review the role, function and structure of the Ministry of women and child development, encompassing new and emerging areas in the field of women and child development

	71.
	Preparation of Directory of facilities created under various welfare schemes

	72.
	Information booklets/brochures to propagate schemes of Ministry of Women and Child Development

	73.
	Compilation/compendium of rules, laws relating to women and child issues

	74.
	All India Evaluation of General Grant-in-aid scheme

	75.
	Evaluation of schemes of Ministry of WCD
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